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St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Liias, Looms, Ericks, Sells, Rolfes, Seaquist,
McCoy, Upthegrove, Hunt, WIllianms, and Linville

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE SECRETARY OF COWMERCE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |egislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Congress mandates and funds the Northwest Straits Marine
Conservation Initiative, a conservation and restoration program serving
the Puget Sound in northwest Wshington state, with the charge of
establ i shing community-based marine stewardship, conducting citizen-
driven scientific studies on marine species and their habitat, and
restoring marine habitat; and

VWHEREAS, The Northwest Straits Marine Conservation Initiative is an
i nnovative, inportant, and successful programthat provides a val uable
service to the health of the Puget Sound by creating and executing
locally significant projects designed to protect, preserve, and restore
mari ne and nearshore habitat, by educating and engaging the public in
mari ne conservation, and by fostering and di ssem nati ng sound sci ence
to informproject creation and policynmakers; and
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WHEREAS, The Puget Sound is a vast and beautiful estuary, one of
the largest in the United States, a conplex living ecosystem hone to
a range of critical marine and anadronous wldlife, a cornerstone of
the Pacific Northwest econony, and heart of the Pacific Northwest
heri t age;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
continue to mandate and fund the Northwest Straits Marine Conservation
Initiative to protect, preserve, and restore the environnental health
of the Puget Sound.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngton, and the Secretary of the United States Departnent of
Conmmer ce.

~-- END ---
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